CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION PARAMUS
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Weekend oFebruar23®i Februar@4” At least on some level, talent is directly tied to our gifts of both
Income froml55 envelope users $ 457500 time and treasure. The amount of our monetary gifts winéch
Out-ofpocket gifts $ 1,97500 have available to share with the church or other worthy causes
Electronic giving (projected weekly &hfamilies)$ 1,814.85 impacted by our vocational talents. Similarly, the areas in whicl
Total weekly income $ 8364.85 we volunteer are tied to our areas of spiritual talent. In both
Mass attendance 872  cases, our talents, whether vocational or spiriteabitis given
to us by a loving God who desires that we play an active role i
Dignity of Work and Rights of Workers His working in our world.

Jean Denis and Francois are neighbors in Coteaux, Hraiti.
years they barely supported their families thraugisistence
farming. In 2002, they joined an agricultural cooperative
organized by Catlio Relief Services and begars¢é® change.
They received and planted better seed, diversified their croI;?1
found better techniques for raising livestde&rned to combat
erosion, and generated surplus crops to take to maNka  In Matthew 25:180, we are given the parable of the talents.
their families no Inger face hunger onalnutrition. As Jesus Those who took measured risk and saw a return on the
transformed the life of the blind man, so CRS transforms thevestmentare praised for returning to the master more than
lives of rural farmers. By givittgough Operation Rice Bowl what he had given them. The servant who fails to realize
and purchasing Fair Trade products, you support the dignity r&fturn on the talents given him, is chastised for allowing fear tc
workers by ensuring jusages and economic selfficiency. paralyze him into inaction.

But, it will serve us well to consider the talents we each hav
outside of this basic framework. Why? Because as Stewards,
are called to not jushaintain and protect our talents, but we are

0 develop, grow, and increase them. Sometimes this require
€asured risk taking.

. L . Conversely, in Proverbs 3111%) we find praiseseaped upon
o Puz‘gng Fa/z‘hllnlz‘o Actlotn_ t the Wlfe who works, hg ?1 increases her wealth to share
ur ~secon coltlection nex t eb\oB Es Ynnovativ he vsorkn?g man eQ fel t?0useh j

Pence collection. Your Oy sbJrcbs n aV\)a)PvJFnch Fmﬂtlplles nd not Ju%t m%nr]ta(?ng an

collection allows the Holy Father to respond with t|mely aNfitimately uses her Gagiven talents to facilitate tleatire state
effective emrgency assistance to our suffering brothers a (i'affalrs

sisters throughout the world. Thus, in solidarity with the Pop
we Catholics participate in works of goodness that dlstlngwshll]sour own lives, we sometimes find ourselves playing the role c
as followers of the Gospel. the feagparalyzed servant more often than we follow the example
of the woman in Proverbs. We find ourselves in this position for
two common reasons. First, wedcht the (false) notion that
mo s t of our gi fts aren't s
: church; that if we can't sing, or teach, or directly minister, then
e our talents aren't useful. The second belief is that even if ou
talents are really needed, thesepiobably someone out there

When Jesus heard that they had thrown henfauid him and who can do it better than us, so it is their responsibility to share
said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" He answered and %HP"WI’]O

is he, sir, that | may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "YouBw@veosaRBse attitudes are a result of a kind of fear: a fear o
him and the one speaking with you is he." He said, "l do beligviea kofdsig our sel ves vul nerabl e

and he worshiped him.9:388 thinking.
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 8, 10613a/Eph 5:814/Jn 9:141 The truth of the matter is that our taleritsno matter what they

or 9:1, 69, 1317, 3438 arei can be used to the Glory of God, and we have a
Monday: Is 65:121/In 4:454 responsibility to use them. Each of us is different, and we eac
Tuesday: Ez 47:0, 12/Jn 5:116 have something unique to offer. When even one of us fails tc
Wednesday: Is 49:815/Jn 5:1730 share our talentswhen we let our human fears paralyZzews
Thursday:  Ex 32:714/Jn 5:3147 weaken our spiritual home.
Friday: Wis 2: 1a, 1222/Jn 712, 10, 2830 _ _ , . L
Saturday: Jer 11:120/In 74653 Excerpt from an article written by Eric Wyatt and published in Voices, the

letter o6t. J f Arc Pariskok ,IN
Next Sunday: Ez 37:124/Rom 8:811/Jn 11:145 newsIetier oBL. Joan of Are Fansiokomo

or 11:37, 17, 2@7, 3345



FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Craft and Bake Sale

AW fT om the %,
<

Dear Folks, The Annunciation Seniors are having a craft and bake sale

Our faith, our embracing of the Spirit of God, demands that before and after the 5:00 Mass on March 8 and before and

we see things not with the eyes of practicality, selfinterest | after all Masses on March 9.

and profitability al one, bjut wi t h t he eyes of Christds
selflessness and humility: to see beyond appearances and

superficialities and look deeper to discover the timeless and pay bg day, dear Lord, /\ @

profound truths of the human heart. To see the world in the of thee three things \/\J

light of Christ empowers us to re-create our world, to shatter o ‘)

the darkness of injustice and hate with the light of justice Lk - \\

and compassion.

Jesus says that the man httheh
wor ks of God might be mald his
bl indness, the mands healin
Godds goodness and grace fd
Christ calls all of us to such an understanding of faith: that
the moments of greatest hurt and difficulty in our lives i the
crosses laid upon our shoulders i can become
mani festations of Godos g r|a c € To follow thee more
compassion, and patient forgiveness. nearly,

To see thee more charLg,

I of
To love thee more dearly,s |

Love,

. Hde Bty iy day.

Help feed the needy!
"MMTMBH®@SHNMY%R
Easter Food Drive

ichugdtfeg\(l)vgy! antries are most in need of: Bereavement Retreat
P A day of prayer, discussion, and healig for individuals

stuffing, sweet potatoes, white powdered ; . :
potatoges cranber?y sauce. canned pvegetabledea"ng with the loss of a loved one will be offered .

gravy, rice, cake mix, pie mix, coffee, tea, sugar, fruit drink

powdered milk, pasta, tuna, spaghetti sauce, ezhnfiuit & Retreat Leader. Reverend VincentFortunato, O.F.M. Cap.
veggies, beans, cereals, flour, large diapers, detergents, pa
towels, peanut butter & jelly and instant mashed potatoes. SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2008
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
Frozen Turkeys and Hams will be accepted Ridgewood, NJ

until March 16th.
9:30 am 6 3:00 pm

Oor , i f youdd rather make a (M ass will be celebrated at2:00 p.m.)
write a checkpaya bl e t o AAnnunci at amdn

drop it in thebasket provided for contributions at the entrance ti COST $25.00, includes refreshments and lunch
the Church. Checks will be converted into Gift Certificates to

enable needy families to do their own shoppingou may also Registration requested before March 17

donateShop Riteand Stop & Shopgift certificates
Contact: Jo-Anne Lieder, 973-313-6331 or liederjo@shu.edu

BEREAVEMENT SESSIONS AT ANNUNCIATION

Sessions will begin Wednesday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m| in _
the Parish Center. Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Bread and Altar Wine

for the week ofMarch 2

Please watch for other announcements. Contact Sister was donated

Clare atthe Parish Cente(201-261-6322, ext. 109¥or in memory of Frances Francioso
more information ( f by Ron & Barbara Mikolajczyk




